Wnt/beta-catenin pathway in hepatocellular carcinoma pathogenesis and liver physiology.
The Wnt/beta-catenin pathway is a key developmental pathway for which alterations have been described in various human cancers. The aberrant activation of this pathway is a major event in human hepatocellular carcinoma. Several laboratories have shown that the Wnt/beta-catenin pathway plays an essential role in all phases of liver development and maturation, and is required for the metabolic function of this organ. In this review, we summarize current knowledge regarding the role of the Wnt/beta-catenin pathway in hepatocellular carcinoma pathogenesis and liver biology, and the possibilities for developing new therapeutic interventions based on this knowledge.